
It’s likely most of the staff in the Harrison 
County Libraries have noticed a big increase 
in the number of foreign visitors, recent 
immigrants, as well as your common-or-
garden variety tourists using the libraries 
(largely to check email!!) in the past few 
years.  The folks at the Gulfport Public 
Library Reference and Periodicals 
Departments were curious to see where all the 
visitors were from, and have set up a world 
map near the internet stations, with a supply 
of map pins, and have been asking visitors to 
“pin down” their homes or birthplaces.  
 

The map has been up only a couple of weeks, 

but so far folks from 
Australia, Great 
Britain, 
Czechoslovakia, 
Peru, Spain, the 
Netherlands, 
California, Wyoming, 
and New Mexico and a 
number of other U.S. 
states have placed their 
pins.  We’ll be looking 
forward to seeing how the map 
fills up. 
 
Frank Murphy, Reference Librarian 
Gulfport Public Library 
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one could hear a pin drop in the building.  
After saying good-bye to the librarian and the 
office staff, I went out thinking… Did this 
story work out for this type of program?  
Well… two teachers came up to me and told 
me how wonderful the story was and they also 
said that this story gave them goose bumps.  I 
sort of felt like Coleen Salley, I took this to 
heart as she does whenever she reads a 
children’s book.  When the teacher made this 
particular remark about my story, a 
remarkable thought came over me… what an 
art the gift of reading can be. 
 
Missy Lucas, Children’s Librarian 
D’Iberville Public Library 

In serving the Harrison County Library 
System for 7 years at the D’Iberville Library, 
I’ve never conducted a more inspiring 
program as I performed at the D’Iberville 
Elementary School.  
 
On August 22nd, I read to over 700 students, 
yes, you read it correctly, 700 students.  One 
week prior to this program, the librarian at the 
school called me and asked me if I would read 
over the school’s intercom, enthusiastically I 
agreed! 
 
Then came the next step… What shall I read?  
To read over an intercom I had to read 
something that would capture their attention 
without the aid of illustrations.  I researched 
and I thought that a book about grandparents 
would be nice (since Grandparents’ Day was 
only weeks away), so I pulled this special 
book off of the shelf called “Grandfather’s 
Gold Watch” written by Louise Goff 
Hubbard.  When I finished reading the book, 

A famous storyteller and children’s book 
expert from New Orleans.   She presents 
workshops for teachers, librarians and 
parents on a wide variety of themes and 
topics in Children's Literature. She has told 
her stories world wide. 

Who is Coleen Salley? 

An Inspirational Storytime 



“ C O M P U T E R S  A R E 
TRANSFORMING REFERENCE 
SERVICES IN OUR LIBRARIES! 
FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE?” 
was the topic of recent programs 
presented to two Friends of the Library 
Groups.  
 
At the invitation of retired Harrison 
County Library System Director, 
Norman Graham, this topic was 
pursued at the Gulfport Friends 
meeting in July, then again at the 
Biloxi Friends meeting in September.  
Reference Librarians Frank Murphy, 
Gulfport, and Stanley Hastings, Biloxi, 

many websites of other libraries.  As 
always, we agreed that it will continue 
to take Librarians to steer users in the 
right direction when they are seeking 
information;  to the printed source or to 
the Internet.  
 
Stanley Hastings, Reference Librarian 
Biloxi Public Library 

opened the programs by answering 
questions submitted earlier by Mr. 
Graham, then continued with a 
discussion of the pros and cons of 
traditional and technological services, 
with additional questions and 
comments from the audience. 
 
While we tried to emphasize that the 
Internet is no substitute for a library, 
we also highlighted some of the more 
practical aspects of computers such as 
the ease and scope of the Dynix 
computerized card catalog system; the 
rapid access to numerous, worthwhile 
sources on the world wide web; the 

Computers as a Reference Source 

Page 2  HCLS L ighthouse Vo lume  2 ,  Issue 2 

Quick?  Name 3 things that Audubon, 
Baldwin, Henry James and  James M. 
Cain have in common.  O.K., 1 yes, 
James is part of each one's name;  2 
yes,  they are all American authors;   
and 3???    Give up?   They are all 
among the authors whose work has 
been added to the West Biloxi and 
Margaret Sherry libraries this summer 
as the result of a grant. 
 
Both Biloxi branches  learned this 
summer that they were successful 
applicants for the Millennium Project 
for Public Libraries Award.   Each 
branch acquired approximately 50 

Library of America volumes as a 
result.  The project, underwritten by 
the Carnegie Corp and made available 
through a partnership of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities,  
required a local match which the 
Friends of the Biloxi Library made. 
 
This is the second time the Friends 
have made these grants possible. In the 
early 1990’s,  a similar grant started 
the Library of America book collection 
at each  location.  This new grant adds 
titles published since that date.  Library 
of America books are authoritative 
editions of the work of  great American 

writers and are put out on paper and 
bindings designed to last for 
generations.  
 
Charline Longino, Head Librarian 
Biloxi Public Library 

Library of  America Book Grants 

As some of you already know the 
HCLS is sponsoring a Teen Web Page 
Design Contest.  It is our hope to get 
more teenagers into our libraries, by 
offering contests and activities that 
they might enjoy. We hope to help our 
teenagers become more productive and 
library friendly.  Some of you may 
have noticed the flyers in your local 
libraries about the contest. We are in 
need of sponsors and donations. Our 

patrons can help by donating when 
they visit their local library. It doesn't 
have to be $10.00 or $20.00 it can be a 
dollar or your lose pocket change, 
because every penny adds up.  
 
 
Gen Thompson, Outreach Services 
Gulfport Public Library 

Would you like to sponsor or donate?   

For more information or details 
please call: 

 
Gen Thompson  

Outreach Coordinator  
Gulfport Library 

868-1383 ex 33  (or)   863-6411 
gen@harrison.lib.ms.us 



Once again, your public library 
system hosted a very successful 
Summer Reading Program for the 
children of Harrison County.  This 
year’s theme was “Orbit the World 
With Books”, which included 
programs on both outer space and on 
the countries of the world.  We 
hosted a system wide total of 222 
programs with a total attendance of 
8,983 children!  Our total juvenile 
circulation for the June-July period 
was 50,224 items!  We also issued 
reading certificates (which signify 
the completion of a particular  
child’s reading goal) to 2,180 
participants.  Statewide the program 
hosted more than 30,000 children 
and has become an important 
alternative to the over use of 
television during the long summer 
break. 
 
Robert Lipscomb 
Library Director 

Summer  
Reading  
Success 
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At the Margaret S. Sherry Library 

Summer reading at the Margaret Sherry 
Library was a rocketing success.  The 
children had a wonderful time and did a 
tremendous amount of reading.  We had 
many exciting programs this year, but 
probably our most successful was Betsy 
McGovern who came to us through Young 
Audiences in New Orleans.  Betsy brought 
instruments of all types from all over the 
world. Including a ukulele made from an 
armadillo shell!  She told the children where 
the instruments came from, and how they 
were used in their country of origin.  Then 
after each section of instruments she chose 
children from the audience and let them each 
play something and accompany her and her 
guitar in song.  A great time was had by all! 
 
Kathy Sparkman, Branch Head 
Margaret S. Sherry Library 

Hurricane Hunters 

David Butler from  
Butler’s Pets 

Irwin the Magician 

Joe Calhoun from 
TaeKwondo Plus 

Many thanks to Connie Rockco and 
the Board of Supervisors for the 
purchase of the outdoor furniture for 
the West Biloxi Library.  Their 
contribution enabled the library to 
purchase several pieces of furniture, 
which we are sure patrons and staff 
alike will enjoy. 
 
The City of Biloxi is installing the 
furniture.  Upon completion, we invite 
everyone to come and see these new 
additions to our library grounds.  
 
Thank You 
 
Deborah Lundy, Branch Head 
West Biloxi Library 

Many Thanks from the libraries of  Harrison County 

The patrons and staff of the Orange 
Grove Library would like to thank 
John W. Low of Saucier for his help in 
enhancing the appearance of our 
building.  John, who is a “jack-of-all-
trades” as his business and hobby, 
kindly offered to clean the plaque on 
the front of our building.  Time and 
weather had blackened the plaque’s 
let ters  and dulled the black 
background over the years.  John 
worked his magic, and “voila” we now 
have a bright and shiny plaque!  
Thanks John!!! 
 
Gwen Farned, Branch Head 
Orange Grove Library 

Thanks to the generosity of a benefactor 
who wishes to remain anonymous, the 
Pass Christian Library will now offer the 
complete series of the immensely 
popular Aubrey/Maturin sea novels by 
Patrick O'Brian. The 20-book series will 
be available in regular print, large print 
and abridged audio book formats. I 
believe we will be the only library in the 
system to offer the full run in any format, 
so this will be quite a treat for O'Brian 
lovers.  
 
John Batson, Head Librarian 
Pass Christian Library 
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Orange Grove Public Library 
12031 Mobile Avenue           
Gulfport, MS  39503-3175 
(228) 832-6924 FAX 832-6926 
Mon, Wed, Fri       9:00—5:00 
Tue, Thu                9:00—8:00 
Sat                           9:00—5:00 

Pass Christian Public Library 
111 Hiern Avenue 
Pass Christian, MS  39571-4311 
(228) 452-4596 FAX 452-3247 
Mon-Thu               8:00—6:00 
Fri                          8:00—5:00 
Sat                         9:00—5:00 

West Biloxi Public Library 
2047 Pass Road 
Biloxi, MS  39531-3125 
(228) 388-5696 FAX 388-5652 
Mon-Wed              9:00—8:00 
Thu - Sat               9:00—5:00 

Biloxi Public Library 
139 Lameuse Street 
Biloxi, MS  39530-4298 
(228) 374-0330 FAX 374-0375 
Mon-Thu               9:00—8:00 
Fri & Sat                9:00—5:00 

D’Iberville Public Library 
10391 Auto Mall Parkway     
D’Iberville, MS  39532-3750 
(228) 392-2279 FAX 396-9573 
Mon & Tue           9:00—8:00 
Wed - Sat               9:00—5:00 

Division Street Study Center 
595 Division Street 
Biloxi, MS  39530-2303 
(228) 435-2435 
Mon-Fri                  3:30—7:30 
Sat                           1:00—5:00 
Summer Hours:     1:00—5:00 

Gulfport Public Library 
1300 21st Avenue  
Gulfport, MS  39501-2081 
(228) 863-6411 FAX 868-8413 
Mon-Thu               9:00—8:00 
Fri & Sat                9:00—5:00 

Margaret S. Sherry  
Memorial Library 
2141 Popps Ferry Road        
Biloxi, MS  39532-4251 
(228) 388-1633 FAX 388-0920 
Mon & Tue           9:00—8:00 
Wed - Sat               9:00—5:00 

Isiah Fredericks Study Center 
3312 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. 
Gulfport, MS  39501 
(228) 868-7149 
Mon - Thu             2:30—7:00 
Fri                          2:30—5:30 
Summer Hours 
Mon - Fri               9:00—5:00 

Holiday Hours :  All Libraries will be closed:  Monday, November 12th for Veteran’s Day;  Thursday-Saturday, November 22-24th 
for Thanksgiving; Tuesday, December 25th for Christmas; Tuesday, January 1, 2002 for New Year’s 


